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I have spoken of the choice between two alterna-
tives, one right and the other wrong. But in most
cases when we have to exert our wills there are a
variety of courses open between which to choose,
and the question arises, Is there only one of these
right, the others differing only by being more or less
wrong, the wrongness of some of them, it may be,
consisting merely in the fact that they are alternative
to, and therefore their adoption excludes, that one
course which by hypothesis is said to be right ? Or
on the other hand, may two or more of those courses
be equally lawful, so that the man may do just as he
likes as to which he will adopt ?

Now, as far as man's laws go the thing is plain
enough. I go out suppose with some money in my
pocket, and I am free to spend some of it in the
purchase of a book, or of some other article for use
or ornament, and the law of the land does not call
me over the coals for doing the one or the other.
Innumerable instances occur in which a man may
do this or that, and nobody thinks of blaming him
for exercising his option in the one way or the
other.

But there are cases in which though the law can-
not touch him some of his fellow-creatures may
reasonably think him to blame. For example, he
may have others depending upon him, and he may
be tempted to spend more than, is reasonable in the